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family, and after some preliminary conversation asked
her to go to Wadali, pretend to be a friend of the
Guru's family, and find an opportunity of poisoning
his newly-born son. Should the nurse succeed in
this, she should have as much money as she pleased.
At present she could have one hundred rupees, and,
when Karmo's son Mihrban obtained the Guruship,
she should be rewarded with a further pecuniary
grant, an excellent house, and maintenance for life.
The nurse replied: ' I have been employed in your
family for many generations, and now when it is
my turn to obtain the post of nurse, the Guru's
wife hath employed another. My heart was already
distressed before I heard thy tale. In a few days
thou shalt see I will accomplish thy work/ Karmo
gave her the promised money and a splendid shawl
as a retaining fee.

The deceitful nurse went home, applied poison to
the nipplSs of her breast, mixed some more in a
medicine called gurhti given to infants in the East,
and proceeded to Wadali. It was at a time when,
owing to some temporary indisposition, the child
refused the breast, and the family was in great
anxiety in consequence. Sage women recommended
each her own medicine. When Karmo's nurse
arrived, Ganga the Guru's wife was much pleased to
see her, and the nurse too rejoiced in the hope of
being able to carry out her hostile design. She
hypocritically said, ' O Queen Ganga, hundreds of
thousands of congratulations to thee! May thy child
and thy husband live for ever! Thou hast not re-
membered me,.but I have remembered thee. I have
come to wish thee happiness.'

Ganga told her the child was not well and ceased
to suckle. The nurse replied, ' Bring him hither;
I will give him infants' medicine. I understand
infants' complaints, and I treat numbers of them who
are brought to me from distant countries. After
one dose of my infants' mixture they require no